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Forest Reserves Burned Areas By John G. Jack. 1898.
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Billy Kreutzer

His Father was Edward Kreuzter
— Bavarian Forester
- Settled in Jarre Canyon in 1880
- Cigar Maker for a short time...

Billy worked for HH Metcalf on a ranch near Sedalia

Rode into Denver to interview for what was a political appointment,
unbeknownst to 20-year-old Billy

Political endorsements be damned. | will hire who | want as a Ranger. A
person who is in the hills and not tied to the job by political apron-
strings, he will be a ranger free to do the things that ought to be done as
he found them.

Colonel W. T. S. May, the Forestry Superintendent for Colorado

$50/month, and the employee had to provide their own horse, housing,
food, and equipment.
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Birth of the Volunteer Fire Department

m In 1964 a determined group of citizens laid the groundwork for the Larkspur
Volunteer Fire Department, which began operations.

m Initially, the department relied entirely on community donations, operating on a
meager budget. The equipment was humble
- A chemical tank on a cart, pulled by hand
- A surplus military forestry truck donated by Fort Collins

m The journey to retrieve this truck from Fort Collins was arduous, with the vehicle
breaking down repeatedly on its way to Larkspur.

- The first firehouse, built on donated land, was a modest 3-bay structure funded
by loans. Over time, it grew to 6 bays with a second-story meeting room,
becoming the heart of the community’s fire protection efforts.



Larkspur Fire Protection District
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LARKSPUR FIRE DEPARTMENT SEEXS TAX SUPPORT

Fellow Douglar Coustianmy
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Stan Trueblood, First Chief
Wes Trueblood, Last Elected Chief
Keith Mathena, First Paid Chief  [Hterikmar e
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In its early years, the Larkspur Volunteer Fire Department relied heavily on its residents. During the
day, when most men worked outside the area, local women stepped in as primary first responders.
In fact, it was a group of women and one elderly gentleman who first put the department’s new fire
truck to use battling a blaze.

As the community grew, so did the department’s responsibilities. In 1997, the district adapted to the
loss of commercial ambulance services by hiring full-time firefighters and paramedics. This transition
led to the establishment of three rotating shifts and paramedic ambulances stationed at two
locations.

Both Station 161 in Larkspur and Station 162 in Perry Park underwent major upgrades, with Station
161 receiving expanded living quarters, administrative offices, storage, and a firefighter gymnasium
in 2010. These improvements reflected the district’'s commitment to modernizing its facilities and
providing top-tier emergency services.

Douglas County’s First Picture Paper
10¢c Per Copy — or Mailed $4.00 Per Year
Vol. 15 Castle Rock, Colo.. Thursday, May 13, 1965 No. 31




Bald Mountain Fire District, 1982
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Bald Mountain Dissolved

25 cents

Since 1892

News-Press

erving Douglas County

THURSODAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1991

Daily

dissolved and incorporated into the Larkspur Fire Protection

In 1991, the Bald Mountain Fire Protection District was

100th YEAR NO. 28




History of Community Support

Year Event

1982 Colorado voters approved Gallagher Amendment

1997 AMR not available in county 24/7

1997 LFPD Hired two full-time firefighters

1998 Voters approved mill levy increase ( 13.09 mil total)

1999 LFPD Hired three paramedics

2011 Voters approved ~2 mil 15-year bond

2015 Voters approved 4.5 mill levy increase (17.81mill)

2018 LFPD voters approved ballot issue to de-Gallagherize

2020 Colorado voters Repealed Gallagher Amendment

2023 Reappraisal Year (LFPD Revenue +40% to $4.5M)
2022-2023 Gap Project completed/ Pandemic declared over

2023 Colorado Property Tax Relief w/Backfill (RAR 6.7%)

2024 Colorado Special session (RAR6.25%)

2025 Reappraisal Year (LFPD Revenue -7% from peak to $4.1M)

2025 Repeal of Colorado Destroyed Property Tax Reimbursement Program (SB25-259)

» Recession, stagflation, loss of insurability
« State faces $B shortfall Senior deduction backfill at risk? ~22% LFPD over 65, $100k
deduction translates to ~2% revenue reduction if not backfilled

Future Risks
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LFPD Today |

What began as a grassroots §
has evolved into a profession
Larkspur Fire Protection Distr
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